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TO THE LORDS COMMISSIONERS OF HER MAJESTY'S TREASURY. 



MAY IT PLEASE YOUR LORDSHIPS, 

W E Leg to submit this our Tenth Annual Report on the Shannon Navigation 
Works, under 2 & 3 Viet. cap. 61. * 

VVe had expected to have been enabled by this time to have made our final 
Report, stotmg that the navigation of the Shannon had been completed between 
K.ilIaloe, Carnck-on-Shanuon and Battle Bridge (near Leitrim) on one Branch 
and Carnck-on-Shannon and Lough Key, close to Boyle, in the county of Ros^ 
common, on the other; and, had not our proceedings been much impeded by the 
very wet and stormy weather which has prevailed during the winter we should 
have effected our object, and reported that the navigation was opened for the 
jiassage of lai-ge-class steamera and the general trade throughout a length of 
1 44 miles of navigation. ® 

The only work now remaining to complete our operations consists in hanging 
the lock-gates at Clarendon Lock, at the entrance of Lough Key, and this we hope 
to be able to effect within the next six weeks, when we shall issue our certificate 
as required by the Act 2 & 3 Viet. c. 61, s. 72, announcing the openin-r of the 
navigation. ° 



We shall then make our final Report, and hand over the works to the charge 
of the Commissioners of Public Works, as required by tlie 73d section of the 
same Act. 

During the past year, the period to which this Report relates, we have, with 
your Lordships’ sanction, taken up the works from certain of the contractors, who, 
from the difficulties of the times, and from want of funds to proceed with the 
works, were injm-iously delaying their completion. 

We regret to be again obliged to state, that, owing to the want of energy on 
the part of the contractor for the Athlone works, that contract still remains 
unfinished : had he acted with promptitude and vigour, everything connected with 
the works at that place might have been completed during the past season. 

A navigable channel, however, has been opened, so that the non-completion of 
the works does not prevent trade-boats from passing up and down the river. 

"3- A On 
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On obtaining possession of the Shannon works from the several contractors 
above Athlone, we made immediate arrangements for carrying on the operations 
under our own oflBcers, and we have the pleasure to state, that they have been 
carried out in a very energetic and satisfactory manner by Mr. John Long, the 
district engineer, and Mr. Lionel Gisborne, the resident engineer on the Upper 
Shannon. 

The difficulties we have experienced with every contractor engaged upon the 
Shannon works, with the exception of Mr. M‘Kenzie, who alone possessed the 
talents, capital and energy necessary to contend with the difficulties encountered 
during the execution of the works, has confirmed us in the opinion, that in this 
country, at present, it is unadvisable to let heavy waterworks by contract. We 
cannot depend on the works so let being executed in a satisfactory manner, or on 
their being completed at the periods agreed on ; and heretofore, when we have 
ventured to enforce the penalties to which the contractor was subjected, in con- 
sequence of the non-i)erformance of the conditions to which he was bound, we 
found ourselves involved in expensive law-suits, which involved further delay. 

We have briefly alluded to these circumstances as an explanatory justification 
of the unexpected delays which have ocemred in the completion of the Shannon 
works, and the length of time they have been on hand, over and above that 
which was originally contemplated. But we have the gratification to feel that, 
notwithstanding our difficulties, the masonry works in locks and bridges have 
been executed throughout in a permanent and substantial manner, and are in 
every respect suitable and efficient for the purposes for which tliey were under- 
taken. 

We have further to report, that the wooden bridge which was erected many 
years since by the Grand Canal Company across the Shannon, at Shannon 
Harbour, for the passage of horses towing the trade-boats to and from Ballinasloe, 
having actually fallen down, from the decay of the timber with which it was 
built, it became necessary immediately to afford the trade the means of passing 
their horses across the river. For this purpose, we had a large ferry boat, with 
suitable machinery, constructed, which is now being fixed, and will be in work- 
ing order in about 10 days’ time. 

As it would have required a large sum of money to build a new bridge, and 
the position of the present bridge being extremely objectionable as regards the 
river trade, and frequent repairs having failed to maintain the bridge as a means 
of communication for the cross trade (and for which sole purpose it was erected, 
there being no carriage-road to it on either bank of the river), it appeared to 
us unadvisable to recommend the construction of a new one ; and we have every 
reason to believe that the Ferry we have established will afford ample accom- 
modation for the river trade. 

We propose in the Spring to remove the old wooden bridge, and clear this part 
of the river from the obstructions which it now presents to the navigation. 

In the Appendix will be found copies of our correspondence with the Grand 
Canal Company on the subject of the removal of this bridge. 



LOWER SHANNON, between LIMERICK and the SEA. 

Our last Annual Report brought under the notice of your Lordships the pro- 
gress made in the construction of the pier and landing-place at Foynes, being the 
only work remaining to be completed in the tide-way below Limerick. This 
work has since been continued throughout the year, but not without some inter- 
ruptions, arising from the precarious nature of tidal operations, and the softness 
of the foundation. The dams mised to exclude the tides have, on one or two 
occasions, slipped, causing some additional expense dnd delay, and rendering a 
few alterations necessary to meet the circumstances that have arisen in carrying 
out the project. 

These works are still carried on under the superintendence of the Board’s 
engineers and overseers, and up to the present period they have been conducted 
ill a satisfactory manner. 



NAVIGATION 
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NAVIGATION from LIMERICK to KILLALOE, 15 Miles. 

There is nothing of importance to notice in this part of the navigation; the 
canal, with its locks, &c., being still kept in repair out of the income derivable from 
the tolls of the navigation. 



MIDDLE SHANNON, from KILLALOE to TARMONBARRY, 86 Miles. 

In our last Report we noticed the unexpected difficulties that attended the 
removal of the various shoals in this part of the river, extending between Lough 
Derg and Lough Ree ; but we have now the gratification to rejiort, that all the 
impediments are removed, and a free and uninteiTupted navigation of 59 miles to 
Athlone is now open for large-class steamers. AtAthlone the lock, weir, quay, 
&c. are, with a few trifling exceptions, completed ; and we trust that early next 
season the obstructions in the rivor-way will be cleared away, which will give 
access for large steamers through Lough Ree to Lanesborough. From the head 
of this gi-eat lake to TarmonbaiTy some obstructions still remain ; but one of our 
large-class dredgers has lately been moved up from Athlone to this part of the 
river ; and we expect that early in the Summer, the channel will be thoroughly 
cleared to Taimonbarry. 



Cleriiaun Shoal. 

Towards the close of the Summer every thing connected with this difficult work 
was completed. The stauks were all removed, and the parts of the shoal which 
could not be inclosed within the dams were blasted with the aid of divers, and 
afterwards cleared away by the steam-dredgei-s. 

The navigatiop- •' *iiarked off with permanent stone beacons, and there is now 
an excellent channel through this formidable shoal. 

This shoal consisted partly of solid rock, and the remainder of material almost 
as difficult of removal. 



Tullymore. 

This shoal was finally completed this year, and the channel marked off by per- 
manent stone beacons. 



Lamb Island, Clonliff, Coolnaquiney, Walsh's Shallow, Ballygowlan, 
and CURNALAQH. 

The removal of these small shoals was found necessary to clear the naviga- 
tion at Athlone; some of them were very hard, but all were removed by 
the “Victoria” and “Albert” steam-dredgers, with the occasional aid of the 
divers. 



Rann Island. 

In our last Report the hard nature of the material in this shoal was described, 
and the injuries received by the dredger in deepening it. 

The whole of the shoal is now cleared away to the full depth, and the channel 
marked out with permanent stone beacons. 



Shoal below Weir, at Athlone. 

After the “ Victoria” dredger had finished at Rann Island, she was moved up 
to the Athlone shoal, which place is now finally completed. 

The total quantity cleared away was 112,000 cubic yai-ds, and the navigation 
is perfected to the entrance of the new lock at Athlone. 



AtHLOiVE. 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




4 



TENTH REPORT OF THE COMMISSIONERS FOR 



Athlone. 

All the masonry in these important works is completed, with the exception of 
some finishing off; but we regret to state, that the deepening of the river way is 
not so forward as we had expected. This is the only pai-t that requires attention, 
and we have every hope that the contractor will make due exertion to complete it 
early next season. ^ 

_ The remaining works in operation during this season upon this important divi- 
sion of the river were — 

Curreen. 

Kilnacarrow. 

Erra. 

Cloondrah Canal, and 

Tarmonbany. 

In OUT last Report we mentioned the circumstances which rendered it necessary 
to release the contractors from their obligation to finish the works on this part 
of the river; since then the operations have been carried on by our own 
engineers. 

The principal works have been completed, and the others more or less 
advanced. 



CuuREEN Shoal. 

Tlie portion inclosed within dams was completed in the early part of the 
season, and the “ Princess Alice ” dredger was engaged removing the dams and 
clearing away such of the shoal as remained outside, until the floods became too 
high and the weather too inclement for her to continue working in this exposed 
place ; she was accordingly shifted to a more sheltered part, and in the Spring 
will return to complete the shoal. ° 



Kilnacaerow. 

Tlie removal of the obstructions at this point will be completed, as the large 
dredgers advance up the river,. “ 



Erra. 

The same observations apply to this shoal. 



Cloondrah Canal. 

The deepening of the canal, and the underpinning of the lock, rendered neces- 
sary by the altered state of the river, described in our last Report, was resumed 
this season, and w^ finally competed at Midsummer ; so that the navigation 
betu'een the Royal Canal and the Shannon is again available to the public. 



UPPER SHANNON, FROM TARMONBARRY TO LEITRIM, 44 Miles. 

The Boyle Water, 10 Miles. 

The greater part of the works on this part of the river were taken off the 
contractors hands last year, as explained in our last Report, and they have since 
been caiTied on with great satisfaction by our engineers. 

_ Many advantages have arisen from this new arrangement, more particularly 
m the unrestricted control that could be exercised in the arrangement of the 
works to meet the casualties so constantly occurring in waterworks, which cannot 
be done with contractors, whose interests frequently intervene, and whose opera- 
tions we found were often interrupted by pecuniary and other impediments, at a 
Lime when the state of the river rendered it veiy important that their best 
energies should be directed to expediting the works. 

Our 
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Our new arrangements were not entered into until the end of May 1848 ; so that 
it was not until the end of June that any considerable number of men could be 
employed. 

On the Boyle Water the late contractors had left so many stanks and other 
artificial obstructions in the bed of the river, that no active work could be 
resumed until gaps for the prbper discharge and lowering of the water had 
been cut, by means of spoon and bag dredging, a tedious operation ; the progress 
of the work was subsequently retarded by slips and settlements in the Jamestown 
Canal banks. 

The navigation to Rooskey and Drumsna was opened on the 1st October for 
boats drawing four feet six inches of water, one shoal (Lough Tap) rendering it 
necessary to confine it to that depth for the present, until the lai-ge steam-dredgers, 
now working elsewhere, can be moved up here. 



Tarmonbarry. 

This important work is now brought to a final close, ' the weir having been 
completed in the Summer of last year; the new lock and channel through the 
river-course being available for navigation. 



Lough Forbes. 

The removal of the shoal midway in this lock was commenced in the Autumn 
of this year by the “ Prince” dredger, and the whole of it is now cleared away, 
amounting to 9,000 cubic yards. By a cai-eful examination of the shoal, we 
were enabled to make an alteration in the line of channel marked out in the 
Reports of the Commissioners of Inquiry, which has brought the sailing course in 
a more direct line with the course of the river, where it will be much less 
liable to fill up. 



Clooneen Cox and Cloonfad. — Bird Island. — Rooskey. 

These shoals were reported last year as complete, excepting some dredging. 
In order to expedite this work, the contractor built a small steam-dredger, by 
which means a navigable channel was opened through all the works embraced 
in his contract before the end of last Summer. 

The dredger is now clearing away every obstruction between Rooskey and 
Lough Forbes, so as to finish this part of the river early this year (1849). 

All the masonry in the lock -weir, bridge, quay walls, &c., and the erection of 
the lock-gates and swivel-bridge, are quite complete, and very creditably executed. 



Pigeon Island. 

This shoal 'is not alluded to in the Reports of the Commissioners of Inquiry, 
although it affords a serious impediment to the more direct line of navigation. It 
is situated about half a mile above Rooskey, near the entrance to Lough Bofin, 
and was composed of very hard clay and gravel, intermingled with largo 
limestone boulders. 

The formation of stanks was commenced on the 4th May, and a large inclosure, 
containing an area of five acres, was unwatered by means of a chain pump, and 
four pumps, averaging 12 inches squai-e, worked by horses. On the 15th July all 
the excavation was completed, and the inclosnre allowed to fill with water. 

The stanks are still partly in, and will be removed by a steam-dredger when 
available. 



Derry 
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Derry Carne. 

The removal of this shoal was commenced late in the Summer of 1847, and 
was stopped shortly after in consequence of the floods. 

Operations were renewed on the 8th May, and the necessary dams closed in about 
three weeks ; the unwatering was accomplished by the horse-pump ; and, as soon 
as the inclosure was dry, double shifts of men were put to work, and all the 
excavation completed by the 9th June 1848. 

The inclosure contained three and a half acres, and was situated in the nai-row 
neck between Loughs Bofin and Bodarrig, exposed to a heavy wash from both 
sides. 

To prevent the dams being injured from this cause, two rows of iron piles were 
driven about four feet apart, in cross section, and properly stayed ; each pair being 
about 12 feet distant; the intersecting space was filled with puddle, and 
protected by planks, set on edge, and supported by the piles, thus forming a 
coffer. 

This plan was found very efficacious, and to it may be greatly attributed the 
rapidity and success with which this shoal was removed. 



Dancing Stone. 

This shoal was reported last year as complete, except the removal of stanks ; 
a wide channel, to the full depth, has been opened through them by spoon and 
bag dredging, leaving but a small quantity- to be cleared away by the steam- 
dredgers. 



Lough Nanogue. 

The dredging of this shoal has been almost completed, a sufficient navigation 
being provided : a week’s work of a steam-dredger will remove all that remains. 



Albert Lock. — Jamestown Canal and River Way. 

The canal is complete, and open for navigation, and is creditably executed. 

The only work in hand is, ^e finishing of the lock gates, and some trifling 
masonry about the lock coping and bridges. 

The mason work in the lock is of a good description. 

Some slips occaired in the banks, in the middle of December, where they 
cross bog, or soft blue clay, causing considerable apprehensions that a breach 
might take place, and thereby retarding the opening of the navigation ; they are 
now strengthened, and it is expected that no further casualty will take place. 

The Black Lough embankment, mentioned in our last Report as having caused 
great trouble and anxiety, is now quite firm, and forms part of the towing-path of 
the canal. 

The Skew bridges at Kilbride and Corlara, and the quay wall and wharf at 
Kilbride, are completed. 

Two spoon and bag dredgers have opened a channel tlirough the head and 
tail of the canal, where the softness of the material rendered it impossible to 
excavate. 



Drumsna Shoal 

Is removed ; a small quantity of dredging in stanks only remains to be executed. 
All the rock from under the bridge has been excavated,'and the casing of the piers 
has answered very well ; some improvement has also been made in the approaches 
to this bridge. 



Mount 
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Mount Campbell and Jamestown Shoals are completely removed. 



Jamestown "Weir 

Is built, with the exception of a 50 foot gap, left for keeping the water at a 
low level, for the convenience of the works on the Boyle Water. 



Jamestown Quay Wall and Wharf 
Arc complete, excepting a flight of stops, which are in a forward state. 



Kilbride, Doyle’s Island and Cornacorrow Shoals. 

Tliese shoals have been removed, and a good channel cut through the stanks by 
means of spoon and bag dredging. 



Grose’s Island Shoal 

Is quite complete, and all the stanks dredged out. 

A small detached shoal under this name exists nearer to Garrick, and whicli 
must be left for a steam-dredger, being too hard for spoon and bag, and too small 
to excavate, 

It, however, offers no serious impediment to the navigation. 



Carrick-on-Shannon. 

The whole of the works at this place are complete, except the harbour, where 
about 1,500 cubic yards of dredging remain to be taken out, arising from a con- 
siderable slip of the bank into the harbour. 

The new bridge, quay-walls and wharfs, are well executed, and are a great 
accommodation to the town. 



DREDGING AT MOUTH OF BOYLE WATER. 

CoERioLUS Point. — Hartley. 

At these shoals no work has been commenced, as the navigation must be 
widened and deepened by means of steam-dredgers. 



Port. 

The shoal is quite complete, and the stanks removed. 



Leitrim. 

The two land cuts, and one side cut, formed to straighten the navigation, and 
avoid several gravel shoals, have not been quite bottomed to the required depth, 
owing to continued slips and settlements, the land being apparently an alluvial 
deposit and heretofore subject to flood for several months in the year : a steam- 
dredger would complete everything in about six weeks, the nature of the material 
being most favourable. 



Battle Bridge. 

Tlie shoal known by this name has been sufficiently deepened to allow of a five- 

foot navigation into the Lough i!\ lien Canal. 

It was chiefly removed by excavation, in order to expedite the work. 
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Bealintea. 

In the month of November the eel weirs and other artificial obstractions were 
removed from below the old bridge, so as to save from flood a large tract of land, 
extending from Lough Allen to the upper end of DrumherrifF; this additioiiai 
section for discharge will regulate the height of water in Lough Allen, and make 
it more efficient as a drainage reservoir. 



Lough Allen Canal. 

By your Lordships’ Minute of the 24th April 1847, and in accordance with our 
recommendation, the scale of this navigation was altered ; the works underwent 
a thorough repair ; the Lock at Battle Bridge was lowered three feet, by under- 
pinning, so as to connect the canal and river navigation as improved. 

Tliis has been very satisfactorily executed, more particularly the underpinning, 
which offered many engineering difficulties, the fall being 13 feet, and the heieht 
of the side walls 22 feet. 

At the Lough Allen end of the canal the slopes were heretofore subject to great 
wear by the wash of the water : this is now protected by a pavement of stones. 



Boyle Water. — Tumna. 

To expedite the opening of the navigation, this shoal was removed by exca- 
vation, instead of leaving it for a steam-dredger; it was composed of clay, gravel 
and sand : the channel through it is now complete, and gaps cut through the 
stanks by spoon and bag dredging. 



Annalecky. 

This shoal, and the detached portion known as Davis’s Island, is quite removed, 
and the stanks dredged out. 



Doctor’s Weir. 

The excavation of this shoal, and the dredging of the stanks, is complete, 
except in one place, where a navigable channel has been opened, by blasting under 
water, the material being composed of very hard conglomerate clay and 'gravel, 
supposed to he a portion of the original bed of the river. 



CoOTEHALL. 

In our Report of last year we mentioned, that the excavation and rock- 
eutting were in a forward way; but the masonry had only been commenced; 
ever)^hing is now complete, with the usual exception of some dredging. 

The new bridge was opened to the public on the 6th November 1848. 



Oakport Shoal. 

This shoal lies at the upper end of the wide waters above Cooteball ; it is very 
small, and is composed of dredgeable materials. It will be left for removal by 
one ot the steam-dredgers, when they have worked their way thus far up. 



OXHILL 
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OxHiLL Island Shoal 

Has been almost wholly removed by excavation, and the navigation opened by 
cutting the stanks ; what remains incomplete is of soft material, and must be left 
for a steam-dredger. 



Knockvicar. 

It was not until the middle of July that the masonry of the lock and weir could 
be proceeded with, in consequence of very little dressed stone having been prepared 
by the late contractors at the quarries or service ground : the masonry of the lock 
is finished, and the weir built to coping level. 

The over-fall at the lower end of the mill-race is only half built : the excavation 
and rock-cutting up to the mouth of Lough Key is all complete ; and as soon as 
the lock gates are hung, which will be before Spring, the navigation of the Boyle 
Water will be thoroughly open, the stanks and tails of shoals left for steam- 
dredgere to remove being only obstmctions to the full width of channel, and not to 
the navigation. 



Boyle River. 

The completion of the navigation up to the Boat-house Ford, near Boyle, will 
be effected by dredging ; no progress has been made this year, the spoon and bag 
being both a tedious and expensive system of working. 

The nature and quantity of the material is most favom-able for removal by a 
steam-dredger, when available. 



Carnadoe Waters. 

About 700 cubic yards of dredging will complete the navigation up the Car- 
nadoe Waters into Gillstown Lake, within three miles of Strokestown. 

This shoal formed part of Mr. _ Mackenzie’s contract, and will be removed by 
us as soon as a dredger shall be available for that purpose. 



RENTS AND TOLLS. 

A reference to the Schedule shows a considerable falling off in the receipts for 
the year 1848, as compared with the previous three years. 

The opening of the Railway from Dublin to Limerick naturally affected the 
trade by the Grand Canal and River Shannon to the latter Port, and thus the 
Railway became a formidable competing line vdth the Shannon. 

The two Companies interested in the Shannon trade, viz., the Grand Canal 
Company and the City of Dublin Steam Company, finding it necessaiy to reduce 
their freights, made a joint application to us for a reduction of the Shannon tolls 
between Shannon Harbour and Limerick [see Appendix], viz., for the Commissioners 
to reduce the tolls on goods from Limerick to Shannon Hai-bour, and vice versd, 
from Is. 3|(f. per ton to 6d. per ton, the Steam Company reducing their 
freight between Limerick and Dublin from 25 s. to 21s. 8d. per ton, and the 
Grand Canal Company reducing their tolls from 5s. to 3s. per ton. 

Your Lordships were pleased, under the circumstances set forth, to sanction the 
reduced rates of tolls so long only as the Companies adhere to their corresponding 
low rates of toll and freight ; this liad the effect which was anticipated, a considerable 
diminution in the amount of tolls collected. 

Its. B It 
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It was a sacrifice necessary to be made to any parties, but more particularly to 
two Companies who have been anxiously endeavouring to establish a safe and most 
expeditious mode of traffic, especially tlie City of Dublin Steam Packet Company, 
who have expended considerable sums in the building of large steam-vessels, both 
for the passengers and goods traffic : the passenger traffic may be considered as 
totally annihilated ; in fact there is no longer a daily communication by steam 
between Limerick and Shannon Harbour, the boats running only on alternate 
days. 

We have the satisfaction of stating, that the rents generally have been very 
regularly paid, the exceptions being confined to tenants only of the very poorest 
class. 



ACCOUNTS. 

The claim against John B. Scott, Esq., for the amount of his contribution 
towards the erection of the Pier at Kildysart still remains outstanding. 



We have, &Ci 

Office of Public Works, | (signed) HARRY D. JONES. 

Dublin, 12 February 1849. J R. GRIFFITH. 



CONTENTS 
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TENTH REPORT OF THE COMMISSIONERS FOR 




ACCOUNT of the seTeral Sums Received and Expended by the Commissioners in Execution of the 
Provisions of the Act 3 & 8 Viet., e. 61, between 1st January and Slat December 1848. 



WORKS. 




Receipt : 


£. s. d. 


To Balance of Aoeonnt, ending 31 December 1847 


15,177 7 7| 


To Amount of monies issued by the Treasury during the year 
1848 


28,000 - - 


To Dividends on Amounts which had been invested under the 
terms of Contracts -------- 


21 16 7 


Totai Receipt - - - (carried forward) - - £. 
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ExPENDITbllE : 



WORK S — continued. 



No. of 'Work in 
the order in which 
they stand is the 
4th Report of the 
Commissioners of 
Inquiry, pages 11 


NAMES OF WORKS. 


AMOUNTS 

EXPENDED. 








£. s. d. 


£. s. d. 




Total Receipt brought forward - - - 




43,199 3 2j 


7 


By Foynes Island 


2,426 14 4 




18 




12 10 - 




20 


Derry Island - 








Works at Meelick 


12 10 - 




23 


Shannon Grove (Counsellor’s Ford) . . - . - 


9 4 10 




24 


Works at Banagher - - 














29 


Garrymore - 


388 10 4 




31 


Shannon Bridge (Improvements at) 






32 


Clerhaun - -- -- -- -- - 


1,236 6 2 




83 








34 


Tullymoro Ford 


105 19 8 




9f! 


Long Island - 






37 












6,109 7 3 








234 17 7 




42 








43 








44 








46 








40 


Cloonbearlaw - 






47 










Cloondrali Canal ------- - -1 






60 


Tarmonbariy (the River Course) J 






61 


Lough Forbes - -- -- -- -- 






54 


Rooskey - 








Derryoarne - 


659 14 .6 






Lough Tap and Skeagh Point 








Lough Nanogue --------- 








Jamestown Canal 








Drumsna - 


16 14 4 






Jamestown ---------- 








Carrick-on-Shannon 






72 


Leitrim - -- -- 








Lough Allen Canal 


069 4 2 






Dredging Vessels, Barges, &c. ----- -'1 






81 


Workshops, Machinery, Contingencies, &e. - - - -J 








Carnadoe, Shoal at Bridge ------- 


274 16 - 












87 


Annalecky ---------- 


46 1 8 






Doctor’s Weir - -- -- -- -- 










1,730 12 7 






Oxhill Island 








Knockvicar ---------- 






96 


Boyle River - 








Total Expenditure - - • £. 




29,447 6 - 




Balan 


CE - - - - £. 


13,751 17 2^ 



Office of Public Works, I 
Custom-house, Dublin, V 
2 February 1849. J 



G. Adame, Accountant. 
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TENTH REPORT OF THE COMMISSIONERS FOR 



—No. 3.— 

A RETURN of the several Sums remitted to the Paymaster of Civil Services, during the Year ending 31st December 
184S, by the under-mentioned Counties in Ireland, in Repayment of Advances by the Commissioners for the 
Improvement of the River Shannon, pursuant to the Act 2 & 3 Viet., o. 61, and on account of Interest, at the Rato of 
Four per Cent, per Annum, accruing on said Advances. 



COUNTY, 8tc. 


Date 

of 

Paymeat. 


Principal. 


Interest 
at 4 per Cent. 


TOTALS. 


Principal. 


Inte 


rest. 




Prinoi 

Inters 


pal 






1848 : 


£. 


s. 


d. 


£. 


I. 


d. 


£. 


«. 


d. 


£. 


J. 


d. 


£. 




d. 


Clare - - - 


13 March - 

14 July 


1,221 

1,075 


- 


- 


181 

166 


4 

10 


a} 


2,296 


- 


- 


337 


14 


3 


2,683 


14 


3 


f 


4 March - 


576 


16 


5 


81 


16 






















Galway . - - 


20 April • 


213 


7 


10 


17 


5 


4 


3,086 


3 


3 


441 


9 


4 


3,527 


12 


7 


1 


3 May - 


2,290 


- 


- 


342 


8 


6j 




















King’s County - 


20 March - 
16 August - 


760 

618 


I 


- 


113 

78 


9 

4 


a} 


1,274 


- 


- 


189 


13 


10 


1,463 


13 


10 


Leitrim . - - - 


25 July 


2,110 


14 


10 


328 


3 


8 


2,110 


14 


10 


328 


3 


8 


2,488 


18 


6 


Limerick ' " 


22 April - 
27 July - 


301 

247 


13 

13 


- 


42 

36 


11 

2 


3 


549 


6 


- 


77 


13 


g 


6.6 


19 


9 


Ditto, City ■ • *'l 

per 10 & 11 Viet. c. 74 - / 


8 August • 


31 


16 


10 


21 


7 


- 


31 


16 


10 


21 


7 


- 


63 


2 


10 


Longford ' " 


6 March - 
11 July 


' 1,223 
1,127 


17 

2 


3 

10 


204 

179 


3 

14 


n} 


2,351 


- 


1 


383 


18 


2 


2,734 


18 


3 


Mayo . . . 


11 April 
27 Sept - 


223 

292 


7 

10 


6 

10 


28 

39 


14 

9 


.»} 


615 


18 


4 


68 


4 


- 


684 


2 


4 


Roscommon ... 


26 July 


4,346 


2 


3 


694 


13 


8 


4,846 


2 


3 


694 


13 


8 


6,040 


15 


11 


Sligo - - . 


16 March - 
29 July 


246 

284 


14 


6 

9 


41 

56 


8 


:o} 


630 


17 


3 


96 


8 


10 


627 


6 


1 


Tifpebaby (South Riding)| 


14 March - 
1 August • 


284 

284 


3 

3 




42 

42 


3 

3 


«} 


668 


6 


- 


84 


6 


9 


652 


12 


9 


Ditto (North Riding)| 


8 April - 
14 August - 


609 

600 


2 

2 


I 


87 

87 


16 

16 


u} 


1,218 


4 


- 


175 


11 


11 


1,393 


16 


11 


Westmeath " " 


10 March - 
20 July - 


1,493 

1,383 


11 

1 


10 

2 


220 

203 


11 

16 


s;} 


2,870 


13 


- 


424 


7 


9 


3,301 


- 


9 








Totals 


- ■ 


- 


£. 


21,785 


- 


10 


3,323 


12 


11 


25,078 


13 


9 



Paymaster of Civil Services Office,'! 
Dublin Castle, 1 January 1849. J 



For the Paymaster of Civil Services, 

(signed) A. Chalmers. 
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No. 3 — continued. 

A RETURN of the several Sums remitted to the Paymaster of Civil Services, during the Year 
ending 31st December 1848, by Individuals in Repayment of Advances by the Commis- 
sioners for the Improvement of the River Shannon, pursuant to the Act 2 & 3 Viet. c. 01, 
with Interest at the Rate of Five per Cent, per Annum, accruing on said Advances. 



1848: 



18 September. — Lord Monteagle per Shannon Commissioners, Moiety of 
Expenditure incurred at “ Foyncs Harbour,” applicable tO 
Principal - 



3,003 



s. d. 

5 C 



For the Paymaster of Civil Services, 

Paymaster of Civil Services Offiee,\ ’ (sianedl A. Chalmers. 

Dublin Castle, 1 January 1849. J 



RECAPITULATION. 





Principal. 


Interest. 


Principal 




Interest. 


Repaid by Counties 


£. s. d. 

21,755 - 10 


£. s. d. 

8,823 12 11 


£. s. d. 
26,078 13 9 


Ditto - by Individuals - 


3,008 6 6 




8,003 6 6 


£. 


24,768 6 4 

1 


8,323 12 11 


28,081 19 3 



For the Paymaster of Civil Services, 

Paymaster of Civil Services 0£Gce,T (signed) A. Chaimers. 

Dublin Castle, 1 January 1849. / 



113. 



B 4 
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TENTH REPORT OF THE COMMISSIONERS FOR 



— No. 4.— 

RETURN, Bhowing the Total Amount of Advances as Loans made by the Commissioners acting in Execution of 
•• the Provisions of the Act 2 & 3 Viet. c. 61, to the under-mentioned Counties, up to the 15th June 1848, inoluding- 
Interest thereon, at the Rato of £.4 per Cent, per Annum, from the Dates of the respective Advances, until the entire 
shall bo paid off by Twelve equal successive Half-yearly Instalments ; also the Amounts received by the Paymaster 
of Civil Services, Ireland, from the Treasurers of Counties, up to 31st December 1848, in Repayment of said 
Loans and Interest ; and the Amounts still outstanding on Foot of same. 





Total Advance* 
in tte Years 1840 to 






Repayments by Counties. 




Amonats 




NAMES 


15June 1848 ioclosive, 
vrith Interest, 
















still Outstanding, 




































Principal 








of 
















repayable 




COCNTIES. 


antil the entire shall oe 
paid off by Twelve 
equal successive Half- 


Principal. 




Interest. 




Interest. 








yearly Instalments. 
























£. s. d. 


£. 


S. 


d. 


£. S. 


d. 


£. s. 


d. 


£. s. 


d. 


Limerick • - - 


6,756 15 ^ 


5,491 


18 


2i 


801 11 


n 


6,293 9 


10 


463 6 




Limerick (County of 
tho City) 


4,630 16 6J 


1,516 


7 


“i 


389 13 


4f 


1,905 - 


iS 


2,625 16 


H 


Clare - - • 


■ 21,918 - 1| 


16,450 




H 


2,452 3 


6 


18,902 8 


H 


3,015 11 


H 


Tipperary {North Rid- 
ing) - - - ■ 


16,622 10 5J 


12,246 


7 


H 


1,850 - 


H 


! 14,095 7 


10 


1,427 2 


n 


Tipperary (South Rid- 


7,126 14 7| 


6,611 


5 


5i 


784 14 


H 


6,396 - 


1 


730 14 


6| 


Galway 

Roscommon 


45,019 1 2 


32,502 


3 


3 


4,986 17 


9 


i 37,489 1 


- 


7,530 - 


2 


78,361 19 8| 


32,518 


11 


10 


5,049 2 


8 


37,667 14 


6 


40,784 6 


2i 


King’s County - 


16,296 - - 


12,909 


7 


H 


1,726 18- 


n 


14,636 6 


3 


659 13 


9 


Westmeath 


29,474 3 IJ 


19,068 


8 


1 


2,969 4 


8 


22,037 7 


9 


7,436 15 




Longford - - - 


22,148 15 112 


10,738 


1 


- 


1,625 3 


H 


12,363 4 


8| 


9,786 11 


8 


Leitrim - . - 


36,301 9 Ij 


13,426 


13 


n 


2,068.17 


10| 


15,494 11 


1 


20,806 18 


4 


Mayo . . - 


5,180 4 9i 


3,152 


13 


H 


521 18 


n 


3,674 12 


- 


1,505 12 




Sligo 


4,659 4 -i 


1,610 


5 


H- 


236- 4 


H 


1,746 9 


8 


2,912 14 


H 


Totals - - 


292,285 14 lOg 


167,139 


1 


iij 


25,462 11 


6| 


192,601 13 


6 


99,684 1 


4i 



mt, -Under Ih. proTi.ion, of the 18th .ootion of the Aol 2 & 3 Viot. o. 61. the Admoo. to Ooontio. .to to bo 
repaid by twolre b.lf-ymly iu.taloonto, .nd tbo Amount, in tbo l.st Column .ro in the eourso of eolloolion nnd.r thi. 
regulation. 



Office of Public Works, Custom-house, Dublin, 
2 February 1849. 



} 



G. Adams, Accountant. . 
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— No. 5 .— 

ACCOUNT of the Bcveral Sums Received and Expended by the Commissiokeks in Execution of 
the Provisions of the Act 2 & 3 Viet., c. 61, between 1st January and Slst December 1848. 



RENTS AND TOLLS. 

Receipt : 

To Balance of Account ending 31st December 1847 
To Rents : 

Mills, Lands and other Holdings - . - 

Fishing of Weirs ------ 

Produce of Sale - 

Water Power ------- 

To Gauging and Weighing Boats (Fees for) • 

To Tolls 

Wharfage 

Quayage 

Cranage ------ 

Fines ------- 



£. s. d. 
763 16 10 
386 5 4 
1 10 - 
48 9 3 



1,617 3 IJ 

208 9 5 

159 3 ih 

8 7- 
_ 8 - 



Total Receipt ----£. 



£. s. d. 
1,674 9 11 



1,100 



1 5 
16 10 



ExPENDITUaE : 

By Salaries and Allowances : £ tf. 

Engineers, Surveyors and Inspectors - - 107 I 8 

Clerks 15 8 

Collectors 594 1 8 

Lock-keepers, &c. ----- 238 9 7 

Gauging and Weighing Boats - - - 1 14 - 



By Payments on Account of Loan made by tho 
Board of Works to the late Limerick Naviga- 
tion Company ; viz. 

Interest due up to 31st December 1848 - 423 16 10 

Two Instalments on account of Principal - 770 16 8 



1,194 13 



9 



By Rents ------- 

Taxes ------- 

Tolls, refunded ------ 

Maintenance and Repairs of Canals, Track- 
ways, &e. - 

Miscellaneous Expenses - . - - 



41 6 - 

29 11 3 
4 - - 



1,447 3 
. 16 3 



Total Expenditure 



- - £. 
Balance 



3,702 18 11 
1,067 14 2 



Office of Public Works, I 
Custom-house, Dublin, > 
2 Feb. 1840. J 



G. Adams, Aecountapt. 






C 
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TENTH REPORT OF THE COMMISSIONERS FOR 



SCHEDULE (C.) 



RETURN, showiDg the Amount of Trafpic passing to and from the River Shannon, through the 
Grand and Royal Canals. 




From River Shannon to Canals. 



Grand 

Canal. 



Totals. 



Slates - 

Tiles and Bricks - . - - - 

Coal 

Iron, not made into Articles of Merchandise 
Timber of all kinds . - . - 

Hay and Straw - - - - - 

Ores and Minerals - 

Salt ------ 

Marble, foreign or manufactured 
Manure ------ 

Lime for Building . - - . 

Building Stono and Fli^s ... 
Sand and Gravel - - - - - 

Turf 

Grain - 

Flour, Meal, Malt and Starch 

Batter ------ 

Blaok Cattle and Horses - - - 

Sheep ------- 



Salted Provisions - - - - - 

Potatoes and other Vegetables 
Groceries ------ 

Wines and Spirits - . - - 

Porter, Beer and Ale - - - - 

Bale-goods, Hardware and General Merchant 
Military Baggage - - - - 

Machinery ------ 



Totals 



1840 

1841 

1842 

1843 

1844 
1846 



Comparative Return of Traffic 
passing to and from tlie River 
Shannon through the Grand 
and Royal Canals - - - 



From Canals to River Shannon. 


Grand 

Canal. 


Royal 

Canal. 


Totals. 


Tons. 

24| 


Tons. 

1 


Tons. 

26J 


286| 


5 


290^ 


1,829J 


2884 


2,112| 


216 


7 


223 


629| 


SI 


560g 


40J 


. 


404 


269| 


38| 


3084 


67J 


- 


674 








13^ 


- 


134 


415i 


. 


. 41.54 


2,293J 


4 


2,2974 


1,308| 


- 


1,308| 


lOj 




104 


i 




4 


203i 




2034 


674 


- 


674 


77| 


- 


77| 


15 


- 


15 


9,670 


58i 


0,723| 


904 




904 


264 




34| 


17,572 


4324 


18,0044 


12,877| 

13,2504 

12,823| 

11,1734 

9,4464 


1,3894 

1,741 

1,362 

1,305| 

1,478 


14,267 

14,9914 

14,1854 

12,479 

10,9244 


3 i5,862| 

26,1064 
17,672 


2184 

364 

43-24 


16,671 
26,143 
IS, 0044 



Office of Public Works,! 

Custom-house, Dublin, \ G. Adams, Accountant. 

2 February 1849. J 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 





Totals. 



Kildysart 

Quay. 



Kilteery 

Quay. 



Kilrush 

Pier. 



Querrin 



LANDED 



1845 

1846 

1847 

1848 
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G. Adams, Accountant. 

(tiontinaed) 



RETURN, showing the Tonnabe of the Imports and Exports at the Stations on the Lower Shannon, from 
.1st January to 81st December 1848. 



255 
676 
376 
428i 
16 
lU 



SCHEDULE (D.) 



64 

870 

19l| 6,086 

154g 10,801 

94| 16,465 

262| 9,110 



Office of Public Works,"] 
Custom-house, Dublin, > 
2 February 1849. J 



6,419 

3,960 

4,676J 

4,477| 

11,619| 

18,289 

28,320| 

16,949 



Slates 

Tiles and Bricks 
Coal - 

Iron, not made into Articles of Merchan- 
dise - 

Timber of all kinds - - 

Hay and Straw - - - - 

Ores and Minerals - 

Salt - - - - . - 

Marble, foreign or manufactured - 
Manure - - - - 

Lime for building . . - 

Building Stone and Flags - . - 

Sand and Gravel - 

Turf 

Grain - 

Flour, Meal, Malt and Starch 
Butter - 

Black Cattle and Horses - , - _ - 

Sheep - - - , - 

Pigs 

Salted Provisions - - - - 

Potatoes and other Vegetables 
Groceries ------ 

Wines end Spirits - 
Porter, Beer and Ale . - - - 

Bale-goods, Hardware and General Mer- 
chandise - - ■ 

Military Baggage . . - - 

Machinery - . - . - 



29 J 
697J 
20 
3 

686i 



Comparative Return of Tonnage 
of Articles landed at the Piers 
and Quays above named, from* 
commencement of collection 
by the Commissioners - 



273 
50 
613 
70 
450 
2,63 7 J 
7,813 
2 

54 ^ 

-I 

-i 
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TENTH REPORT OF THE COMMISSIONERS FOR 



Schedule (D.) — continued. 



STATIONS. 



ARTICLES. 


Querrin 

Quay. 


Kilrush 

Pier. 


Saleen 

Quay. 


I Kilteery 


Kildysart 

Quay. 


Clare 

Quay. 


Totals. 


LOADED : 




Tons. 


Tons. 


Tons. 


Tons, 


Tons. 


; Tons. 


Torts. 


Slates . 




— 


— 


— 


— 


— 


— 


_ 


Tiles and Bricks 






3 


. 




- 


86 


88 


Coal - 


- 


- 


- 


- 




- 


279 


279 


Iron, not made into Articles of Merchan- 
diso ------ 




2 


4 




- , - 


18 


24 


Timber of all kinds - 






- 


- 


- 




23 


23 


Hay and Straw - - - 


- 


— 


— 


— 


— 


— 


— 


— 


Oros and Minerals 


- 


— 


— 


— 


— 


— 


— 


— 


Salt ----- 


- 


- 






- 


- 




H 


Marble, foreign or manufactured 


- 


— 


— 


— 


— 


— 


— 


— 


Manure - 




— 


— 


— 


— 


— 


— 


_ 


Lime for building 




■ — 


— 


_ 


1 — 


— 


— 


— 


Building Stone and Flags - 




• 






■ - 


. 


863 


853 


Sand and Gravel 






400 


- 


- 


- 


- 


400 


Turf - - - - 




2,629| 


- 


608 


16 




- 


3,1532 


Grain - 




25i 


4,951 


8,295| 


2 


2J 


2,J06 


10,382J 


Flour, Meal, M*dt and Starob 




- 


12 


4 


- 


, - 


643 


659 


Butter - - - - 


- 


- 


201 


- 




I| 




202| 


Black Cattle and Horses - 


- 


- 


65i 


30 




8 


- 


93^ 


Sheep - 

Pigs ----- 






m 

2262 


lOi 


- 


82 

22 


2 


19| 

239J 


Salted Provisions 








n 


- 


- 


• 


H 


Potatoes and other Vegetables 






10 


■ 


- 




46 


65 


Groceries - 


- 




- 








20 


20 


Wines and Spirits 




— 


— 


— 


— 


— 1 


— 


— 


Porter, Beer and Ale - 




— 


— 


— 


— 


— ! 


— 


— 


Bale-goods, Hardware and General Mer- 
chandise ----- 


- 


3702 


3 


- 1 


i 




8742 


Military Baggage 


- 


— 


— 


— 


— ' 


— 


— 


— 


Machinery - - - - 








— 


— 


— 


— 


— 


Totals - 




1 2,656i 


6,243 


8,866^ 


18 


24 


4,072| 


16,871J 




Yrs. 
















Comparative Return of Tonnage 
of Articles loaded at the Piers 
and Quays above named, from \ 
commencement of collection 
by the Commissioners 


ri84i 

1842 

1843 
1 1844 
1 1843 
1 1846 

1847 

ll848 


2,870 
2,660| 
2,648 
2,7 16| 
2,7292 
2,665| 


6,405 
6, 2012 
7,520 
5,222J 
7,480| 
7,54l| 
6,336 
6,245 


3402 

2,914| 

3,244 

2,769 

8,856^ 


64 J 

H 

49 

89 

i 

18 


80J 

172 

80 

47J 

62^ 

24 


2,641 

11,004^ 

9,649| 

6,126 

4,072| 


6,405 

6,2012 

10,475 

10,8922 

26,127 

23,1622 

17,0022 

16,87l| 



Office »f Public Works, 1 

i^Custom-house, Dublin, j. g, Adams, Accountant. 

2 February 1849. J 
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SCHEDULE (E.) 



RETURN, showing the Number of Passengers that Embarked at the under-mentioned Places 
OB the River Shannon by the City of Dublin Steam Packet Company’s Boats, from 1st January 




Note. The fractions introduced in the above Return represent Children. 



Office of Public Worlis.1 
Cuatora-houBo, Dublin, > 
2 February 1849. J 



G. Ada 



s, Accountant. 



SCHEDULE (F.) 



TABLE, showing the Average Number of Persons employed on the several Works, with the 
Periods of Employment, during the Year 1848. 



Nake of Vobe. 


PEBion. 




Number 

of 

Working Days. 


Average Number 
of Persons 
daily employed. 


Equivalent Number 
of 

Days’ Work. 


Banaeber Quay Wall 


19 July to 28 Aug. 


1848 - 


35 


13 


475 


Shannon Bridge Quay Wall 


20 July to 23 Aug. 










Long Wand, including sundry She alt 


1 Jan. to 31 Dec. 










ClerbauD .... 


i Jnn to 3t Dec. 








700 




1 Jan. to 31 Dec. 




313 




18,401 




8 June to 23 July 








624 




3 June to 1 Aug. 




50 


24 


1,194 


Tarmonbarry Embankment and 


3 June to 24 Dec. 




160 


15 


2,717 




1 Nov. to 10 Dee. 




89 








S June to 19 July 




40 




8,063 




24Apriito 8 Oct, 




144 




822 




1 Jan. to 31 Dec. 












4 May to 6 Aug 




61 


1614 


13,097 




24 July to 9 Oct. 












1 1 Ap^ to 30 July 




95 




5,453 


Lough Tap, &c. - • • 


7 Feb. to 17 July 






798 




1 Jan. to 31 Dec. 




313 


llSi 










30 








24 July to 17 Sept. 




48 


6i 


322 




24 Jus. to SI Dee, 




294 












27 




410 




1 Jan. to 31 Dec, 




313 


8| 


2,762 




12 Deo. to 31 Dec. 




17 


11 


1B7 




2 Hay to 10 Dec. 




191 


33 


6,303 




2 Nov. to 17 Nov. 




14 




168 




1 May to 31 Dec. 


„ - 


210 


87i 


18,323 




7 Aug. to 29 Oct, 




72 








10 July to 30 July 












18 July to 31 Dec. 












29 May to 9 Noy. 








2,633 




1 Jan. to 16 Dec. 




SOI 


7l| 


21,656 




21 June to 4 Oct. 




91 


32j 


2,973 












17,737 


Boyle River .... 


2 May to 21 May 




17 


20| 




Total 




4,502 




187,699 



D 



Jot. C. 



Walker, Sec. 
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SCHEDULE (G.) 



RETURN of Works performed by the Victoria, Albert, Prince, and Princess Alice Dredgers, 
from 1st January to 31st December 1848. 



NAME 

of 

DREDGER. 


Name of Works 
which employed. 


Number of 

oa which 
Dredging 
was done. 


Number of 
Men 

employed on 
Dredging 
Operations. 


Number 

of 

Cubic Yards 
Dredged. 


Quantity 
Dredged each 
Day. 


Description 

of 

Material Dredged. 




Clerhaun, Contract - 


84 


1,766 


6,751 


80 


clay, gravel and stones. 




Clerhaun (Extra) 


27 


785 


698 


26 


hard gravel and large stones. 




Tullyniore ... 


11 


600 


342 


81 


- ditto - - ditto. 




Clooniffc - - - - 


a 


84 


279 


56 


- ditto - - ditto. 


Victoria, 


Long Island : 












or A. ( 


Lamb Island 


13 


244 


990 


83 


- ditto - - ditto. 




Ballygowiaun - 


12 


220 


526 


46 


very hard gravel and stones. 




Walsh’a Shallow 


17 


281 


1,494 


88 


hard gravel and stones. 




Coolnaguiney - 


14 


300 


1,215 


86 


marl, gravel and stones, 
tenacious gravel and stones. 
















Athlone - . - - 


8 


207 


1,485 


186 


clay and gravel (soft). 


Total for Victoria Dredger " ' " 


204 


4,786 


14,457 


70 






r Ballygowlan - 


27 


442 


l,o08j 


65 


stones and gravel. 


Albert, 
or B. 


J Rann Island ... 


109 


2,061 


2,444| 


22 A 


- ditto - ditto 


Athlone - 


140 


2,763 


27,883| 


198 M 


- - clay, sand, gravel and 














stones. 


Total for Albert Dredger . - . 1 


376 


6,266 


81,782 


116 






Athlone (above Weir, in 














Lock Contract) 


103 


1,041 


2,842 


23 i 


gravel and clay. 


or C. 


Cloondrah Canal 


18 


257 


1,424 


79 


bog and clay. 




( Lough Forbes ... 


103 


1,564 


7,875 


77 


clay and gravel. 


Total for Prince Dredger - - - 


222 


2,862 


12,141 


64 






r Curreen .... 


30 


536 


6,242 


208 


clay and gravel. 




Lanesborough ... 


1.3 


202 


2,630 


195 


clay, gravel and stones. 


Princess 


Kilnacarrow ... 


9 


136 


824 


92 


hard gravel. 


or d! 


Erra .... 


54 


929 


6,553 


122 


- ditto. ’ 




CloonbearlAw ... 


36 


624 


6,331 


148 


clay and gravel. 




(_ Lough Forbes ... 


30 


438 


2,277 


76 


hog. 


Tota 


1 for Princess Alice Dredger - 


172 


2,854 


23,767 


138 





Jos. C. IValker, Sec. 
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Boxes. 

2,500 

2,800 

8,000 

384 

100 

130 

220 

276 

260 

200 

800 

12,000 


s' 
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52 

12 

10 

14 

10 
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20 
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38 

107 
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CORRESPONDENCE. 



Appendix (K.) 



No. 1.— JohnM'Mullento E. Hornsby, 27 Aug. 1846 
2 — E. Hornsby to J- M‘Mullen - 3Sept.l84C 

3. — J. M'Mnllen to E. Hornsby - 18 Sept. 1847 

4. — E. Hornsby to J. - 24 Sept. 1847 

5. — J. M‘Mullen to E. Hornsby - 14 Feb. 1848 

6. — J. C. Walker to J. M‘Mullen 18 Feb. 1848 

7. — J. M‘Mullen to J. C. Walker 15 July 1848 ; 



No. 8.—/. C. Walker to J. M‘MulIeii 

9.— J. M‘Mullen to J. C. Walker 

10. — J. M'Mullen to J. C. Walker 

11. — J. C. Walker to J. M‘Mullen 
12-— J. M‘Mullen to J. C. Walker 
13. — J. C. Walker to J. M‘MuUen 



18 July 1848 
n Aug.1848 
22 Nov. 1848 
4 Deo. 1848 
24 Jan. 1849 
9 Feb. 1849 



Grand Canal House, Wiiliam-street, 

- 87 August 1846. 

1 AM desired by the Directors of the Grand Canal Company to request that you will ha 
pleased to convey to the Commissioners for the Improvement of the Shannon Navieation 
the best thanks of the Directors for the facilities afforded them in bringing the Company’s 
new iron steam-tiig through the navigation up to Shannon Harbour. 

1 he Directors have just returned from making their annual inspection of the Company’s 
works, in the progress of which they took occasion to visit the Shannon, and to pass alono- 
the navigation between .Shannon Harbour and Limerick, for the purpose of satisfying 
themselves on the subject of the facilities whicli it affords for that extension of the trade of so 
important a district, ,m connexion with the Grand Canal, which they contemplate, and for 
the carrying out of which they had gone to the expense of providing the steam-tug now in 
the river. It was impossible for them not to be struck with the admirable style in which 
the principal works upon the river have been executed, and more especially with the bridge 
at Hanagher, and Victoria Lock at Meelick; and they cannot doubt, where facilities for the 
trade ancl accommodation for the traders upon the navigation are or may be further required 
lliat the Commissioners will either apply such funds as may be at their disposal f.u- such 
3bjects, or willingly second any application which it may be necessary to make to the 
Ijovernment for aid in carrying them out. 

The obse^atiuns which the Directors desire to make, are in substance much the same as 
those submitted for the consideration of the Commissioners in my letter of the 13th June 
I^t;but, as the result of their personal inquiries and observations, they are enabled to 
Oder them rather more in detail. 

At Limerick, as the principal station for the contemplated increased trade, it certainly 
does appear to the Directors that further accommodation is indispensably necessary The 
^ ‘ harbour, and that portion of the east bank 

between the City of Di^hii Company s Store and the bridge, appear to be fully occupied 
by the merely local traffic, and that if respectable parties shall be induced to embark in the 
trade to and from Dublin for the carrying on of which it would be necessary for them to 
build stm'es and sheds, &c., a further extension of the quay on the east side 4ove the City 
■ ®tore would be indispensable for their objects. ^ 

At Ki! aloe, which will necessarily be one of the stations at which the steam-tug will 
*I P nigJ'L some convenient place, with proper posts to 

which the vessel can be safely moored, will be necessary, as at present nothing of kind 
exists. At this station the Directors desire especially to call the attention of the Commis- 
sioners to the circumstance that the eutire west bank of the river above the brido-e is the 
propeity and m the possession of the City Dublin Company ; and as the east bank can 
under no circumstances, be made available for the trade, partly in consequence of the 
iTnoVnfJcf’il fo'-ce of the current passing over it, it would seem most desir- 

abJe It not altogether indispensable, that some change should be made, so as to afford an 
additional landing quay and wharfage; the same observation applies equally in reference 
boa^ *'u® *ere is not at present sufficient room for 

for vi£, Diiectors, that a measure 

““ bee. .Ready „„der the c„„- 

Bireefors at Portumna, that the Commissioners had under their 
e™e auSsSLrh7'‘rh°^“ ‘“ihle landing quay, with crane ahd other conveni- 
ences, at that station below the bridge, west side of the river, which will be a moat desirable 
as It 13 an indispensable, improvement.. 

the’'n„r.h‘'‘^ “I'''™" P'“‘ fo' ‘b* trade-boats through 

thSt?ana^t. i? P““‘ »«• the importance of preserving 

m.siTi.i »t“‘® i tbe more so as the lock upon it is sufficiently laige for the 

passing of the Company s new steam-tug. j b <• = 

At 
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At Banagher the Directors observed with regret, that the bridge forming the entrance to 
the canal and the harbour, which were originally constructed by the Grand Canal Company, 
had been removed, and the entrance itself filled in. 

To the restoration of this bridge, and the i-e-opening of the entrance to the canal, the 
Directors would earnestly entreat the attention of the Commissioners. The landing quay, 
built of cut stone, 140 feet in length, expressly adapted for the accommodation at one time 
of two of the largest trade-boats, together with the store and yard adjacent, are still 
standing, and in a fair state of repair. The lock at the south end of the canal is in perfect 
preservation. It is of ample length and width and depth of water upon the cills for the 
Company's steam-tug, which could lie here in perfect safety, and from this station make 
at all times during the Spring and Summer months the trip to and from Killaloe in one day ; 
thus doing with one such boat the work which, under jiresent arrangements, requires two, 
and thereby greatly reduce the charge for towing — a consideration, the Directors submit, of 
great importance in any arrangement for extending the trade of the river. They have 
already laid before the Commissioners their views in respect to the formation of a towing- 
path between the entrance of the Ballina&loe Canal and Banagher, which would naturally 
connect itself with the proposed re-opening of the old canal and harbour : they beg leave 
again to urge this subject upon the attention of the Commissioners, as one which would, in 
a most important degree, serve both the town of Banagher and Ballinasloe (the two laigest 
fairs and most important market towns in that district), as well as the whole of the adjacent 
country. It is not to be assumed that the expenditure on this work would be unpro- 
ductive of revenue, as there can be no doubt that a moderate mileage I'ate of toll, say J d. 
or J <!■ per ton per mile, would be cheerfully paid for the use of it. 

The only other point which it occurs to the Directors to ask the attention of the Com- 
missioners is the present state of the wooden bridge across the Shannon at Shannon 
Harbour, a thorough repair of which appears to be urgently necessary. At present it can 
scarcely be considered safe, and it is every day getting worse : a landing quay at this point 
of the river, for the convenience of the general trade, and especially of the passenger traffic, 
is also much required. The Directors are aware that the formation of such a quay at that 
point where it would be the most convenient, namely, on the east bank of the river south 
of the 'oridge, has been some time back commenced by the Commissioners, and the Directors 
trast it will not be allowed to escape their attention, with a view to its speedy and permanent 
completion. 

I have, &c. 

Edw. Hornsby, Esq., (signed) John M‘Mullen. 

Secs' Shannon Commis". 



No. 2. 

Sir, Shannon Commission, 3 September 1846. 

I AM directed by the Commissioners to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 
27tli August, acquainting them that the Directors of the Grand Canal Company had placed 
a steam-tug on the Eiver Shannon, and inquiring what accommodation is available for her 
at the various sta.tions on that river, and also respecting stores and landing quays, sc. &c. 

In reply, I am to state, for the information of the Directors of the Grand Canal, that no 
provision was made in the Act for the improvement of the River Shannon for supplying that 
description of accommodation required by private traders or companies along the line of 
navigation, and, consequently, there being no funds at their disposal, the construction of 
such works as are set forth in your letter must be left to the enterprize of companies or 
individuals. 

■ It is quite manifest that the powers under the Act 2 & 3 Viet., c. 61, could not be made 
available to meet the various wants or wishes of private traders along a line of navigation 
extending nearly 200 miles ; and it is presumed the legislature never would have conferred 
the compulsory power of purchase of land for such purposes, the exercise of which could 
not but be regarded as an unjust interference with the rights of property. 

In several instances along the river, private individuals and companies (the City of Dublin 
Steam Company) have purchased sites, buOt stores, and formed landing quays entirely at 
their own expense; and had the Commissioners either yjower or capital, they would have felt 
inclined to have granted assistance to those parties who first established steam communi- 
cation on the River Shannon, and, in fact, made the trade on that river what it is. The 
Commissioners have, however, invariably been compelled to decline all applications for 
assistance for those objects, and the stations at the several places on the River Shannon; 
mentioned by you as belonging to the Steam Company, were all obtained from private sources, 
irrespective of the Commissioners. 

As far as the Commissioners have any land available for building sites for stores, they 
have, without partiality, offered same, on receiving ajjplicalion ; and there is no reason why 
the Grand Canal Company should not avail themselves of such sites as are at the disposal 
of the Board, should they think proper. It is quite impossible that the Government could 
meet the wishes of all parties who might apply to have stores, &c. built, as there is no limit 
to the claims for accommodation that might thus be put forward: moreover, the powers 
vested in the Commissioners were solely for making the Shannon a great navigable highway ; 
and, under those circumstances, the Commissioners have only to offer the Grand Canal 
113. D4 Company 
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Company such sites as they possess for erecting stores or landing places at Limerick, Kil- 
laloe, Portumna and Banagher, on the same terms as they haye been let to the City of 
Dublin Steam Company. 

At Limerick there is a piece of ground available adjoining the premises occupied by that 
company. 

At Killaloe there is also a piece of ground a short distance above the dock, which would, 
however, require draining and raising to render it available for building, a portion of which 
the Commissioners will lease to the Company. 

The Commissioners have no intention of widening the Canal, which has always afforded 
sufficient accommodation for the trade. The tug-steamer could lie in the canal in the same 
manner that the steam company’s boats have always done, upon paying a small charge, or, 
in the event of the Company constructing a landing-place, such would, perhaps, not be 
required. 

At Portumroa there is a building site available, and the Commissioners intend to construct 
a landing place north of the bridge adjoining the canal. 

At Banagher there are sites for building stores; the Commissioners, however, do not intend 
to restore me old canal, as, by the alteration in ^e level of the water, it would require to be 
entirely re-excavated, and the lock taken down and re-buiit, a project which could not be 
entertained : there is ample room for the Company’s tug in the new harbour. 

The towing-path between Banagher and Shannon Harbour the Commissioners consider 
quite unnecessary for the general purposes of the navigation, steam having been always 
considered as the motive power to be used. 

Shannon Harbour. — The bridge will always be maintained in passable order ; hut, as various 
modes are projected for crossing the Shannon by railway companies, the Commi^ioners 
will require to ascertain what those projects are, before coming to any decision upon the 
re-construction of the bridge : a landing place near the bridge-keeper’s house will be con- 
structed. 

The Commissioners intend keeping the Cloonahenague Canal in repair, in case of emer- 
gency requiring it to be used, instead of the new navigation. 

I am, &c. 

The Secretary Canal Co. (signed) S!. Hornsby, 

Secretary. 



No. 3. 

Grand Canal House, William-street, 

Sir, 18 September 1847. 

I AM desired by the Directors of the Grand Canal Company to request that you will draw 
the early attention of the Commissioners to the present state of the Wooden Bridge at 
Shannon Harbour, which is represented to the Board as being in an unsafe state. 

In order to bring tlie subject more fully under the consideration of the Commissioners, 
I am instructed to enclose a Report from the Superintending Engineer of the Company, 
pointing out those defects in the bridge which appear to call for immediate repair. 

1 am, &c. 

Edw. Hornsby, Esq. (signed) John M'Mullen, Secretary. 



No. 4. 

. 24 September 1847. 

I AM directed by the Board to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 18th instant, 
and its enclosure, on the subject of the bad state of repair of the wooden bridge at Shannon 
Harbour, and I am to state, that the Board are perfectly aware that the bridge is not in good 
repair ; and, in considering this matter, their decision as to its repair or re-construction has 
been delayed by the various railway projects which were proposed to cross the Shannon at or 
near the site of the existing bridge, more especially that which was to be constinicted along 
the banks of the canal to Ballinasloe ; and until it is determined whether these schemes are 
to he proceeded with or not, the Board do not feel themselves in a position to decide upon 
the coui'se to be adopted as regards the wooden bridge at Shannon Harbour. 

I am, &c. 

John M'Mullen, Esq. (signed) K Hornsby, 

Secretary. 
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No. 6. 

Grand Canal House, William-street, 

Sir, 14 February 1848. 

I BEG leave to enclose copy of a letter received this morning from the Company’s officer 
at Shannon Harbour, and to request that you will have the kindness to draw the early atten- 
tion of the Commissioners to the circumstance mentioned in it. The steam-tu^, it appears, 
is below the bridge, and if not able to pass upwards, the trade with Athlone, which promises 
to be considerable for the remainder of the season, would be materially interrupted. 

1 am, &c. 

Edwd Hornsby, Esq., Ass' Seer. (signed) John 



Copy Letter above alluded to. 

gir Shannon Harbour, 13 February 1848. 

I respectfully beg to report to you, for the Board’s information, that the drawbridge in 
the centre of the wooden bridge has met with an accident, by reason of which only one 
side can be raised ; and I very much fear that the Company’s towing steamer will be pre- 
vented from passing through, which would be a very serious inconvenience to the Athlone 
trade. Iilay I therefore take the liberty of recommending an early application to the Boaid 
of Works ? 

John M'Mullen, Esq. (signed) Rich^ Newcomhe. 



No. 6. 

gjy ^ 18 February 1848 

In reference to your letter of the 14th February, enclosing copy of the communication 
from the Grand Canal Company’s agent at Shannon Harbour, respecting the accident to 
the bridge at that place, I have to inform you, that the Board some days since received a 
report of the circumstance, and gave orders to have the damage immediately repaired. 

1 am, &c. 

John M'Mullen, Esq. (signed) Jo, C. Walker, 



No. 7. 

Grand Canal House, William-street, 

15 July 1848. 

I AM^desired, by the Directors of the Grand Canal Company, to enclose you, for the infor- 
mation of the Commissioners of Public Works, the accompanying extract from a Report of 
the engineer of the Company, on the dangerous state of the wooden bridge at Shannon 
Harbour, and to request that you will, at your earliest convenience, again bring the subject 
before your Board, with a view to having the bridge put in proper order. 

• I have, See. 

(signed) John M'Mullen, 

Jos. C. Walker, Esq., Secretary. per Charles Hall. 



Copy Extract above alluded to. 

gii- Shannon Harbour, 13 July 1848. 

I respectfully beg again to draw the Board’s attention to the very dangerous state of 
the wooden bridge at this station ; as a matter to be expected, it is every day becoming more 
dilapidated ; and although I urged the propriety of re-constructing it, or repairing it gene- 
rally some months ago, 1 do not observe that anything has been done in that way since. 
The Shannon is very low just now, and a great deal could be done at a moderate expense m 
executing such repairs as would guard against the great loss to the Company and traders on 
the Grand Canal that must inevitably occur if the bridge breaks down. There are four or 
five bays of it, east of the lifting bridge, that cannot stand long; the superstructure is com- 
pletely shattered by boats striking against, carried down by force of the current during 
floods ; and I fear very much that, besides the loss and inconvenience alluded to, human life 
will be sacrificed. , ■ t. i. j 

As I have stated, the Shannon is very low now : the w'aling pieces connecting the heads 
of the piles are above water ; and from these the superstructure could be strutted, so as to 
make it last another year, with (perhaps) comparative safety. 

(signed) Christopher Mulvany. 



US- 
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No. 8. 

. Sir, 18 July 1848. 

I AM to acknowledge receipt of your letter of the 15th instant, enclosing copy of a letter 
from the Giand Canal Company’s engineer on the state of the wooden bridge at Shannon 
Harbour. 

Tile Board of Public Works are fully acquainted with tlie circumstances of that brido-e • 
but they at the same time desire me to state, that they hare no funds available for the con- 
struction of a new one : they would, however, be glad to receive the plan and estimate of 
the Company’s engineer, showing what he proposes to do at a trifling expense, and which 
would meet the Company’s views as to what they wish to have done. 

I am, &c. 

(signed) Jo> C. WaUcer, 

Secretary. 



John M'Mullen, 
Grand Canal Company. 



Sir, 

1 AM desired, by the Directors of 
mation of the Board of Works, the 
engineer, for the necessary repair to 
by your letter of the 19th ultimo. 

Jos. C. Walker, Esq., Secretary. 



No. 9. 

Grand Canal House, William-street, 

11 August 1848. 

the Grand Canal Company, to forward, for the infor- 
accompanying Plan, Report and Estimate from the 
the wooden bridge at Shannon Harbour, as required 

I am, &c. 

(signed) JoAn M‘Mvlhn. 



(Copy.) 

9 August 1848. 

In conformity with the Board’s order of the 19th July last, I forward a plan of the 
wooden bridge at Shannon Harbour, showing the proposed mode of temporary repair sug- 
gested in my letter of the 13th same month. 

The scantling of limber to be used is easily procured, and can be worked up in the 
shortest time, according to the lengths required. I do not propose to sheet the bridge 
anew ; this part of the repair can be attended to from time to time, as usual. ° 

As the Board of Works are fully acquainted with the circumstances of the brido-e, it is 
unnecessary for me to enter into a lengthened description of it ; but, for the informlition of 
the Directors, I beg to say, that the drawing now submitted is in accordance with the 
original stale of it, and that the whole of the framework above the waling pieces (at summer 
level) is decayed. A great many of the principl struts, ring-posts and cross-pieces are 
gone altogether ; and I am of opinion, that if the repair now proposed, or something 
similar thereto, be not done before the Shannon rises, the bridge will in all probability 
break down during the ensuing Winter. 

A glance at the drawing will at once show the difficulty of executing the repairs in the 
event of the river rising, or duripg windy weather, which would cause a swell, and produce 
nearly the same effect. 

I estimate the expense at 200 1. About 20 of the principal bearing pieces or girders 
spanning the bays should be replaced ; the value of them is included in the estimate. 

I am, &c. 

John M'Mullen, Esq., Secretary* (signed) Christopher Mulvany. 



No. 10 . 

Grand Canal House, William-street, 

. 22 November 1848. 

I AM desired by the Directors of the Grand Canal Company again earnestly to request 
the attention of the Commissioners of Public Works to the state of the wooden brido-e 
over the Shannon, at Shannon Harbour, and to request that you will lay before them the 
annexed copy of a Report from the Company’s Inspector of trade and passao'e-boats on the 
subject. ® 

It has been mentioned to the Directors as having been suggested to the Commissioners 
that the bridge might be abandoned or removed, and that a float or raft, to be hauled or 
rowed across the riter, towing the passage-boats or trade-boats, and carrying the horses 
might be substituted. This, the Directors respectfully submit, would in every respect be 
most objectionable, causing not only delay, but very great risk, especially in the winter 
season ; and during floods in the river, it would, in their opinion, compel the abandonment 
of the passenger traffic altogether. It will be in the recollection of the Commissioners 
that a similar course of proceeding was for some time adopted on the Lower Shannon at 
Rlassy, but which was removed by the erection of a bridge for foot passengers, and for the 

horses 
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“ recommended by Mr, El, odes 
I am, &c. 

Seere'SyComi'^pi’works. “e“eb„y. 



bridl'll.S„;°„ H ‘ h‘ “f •te Board to the present co„'d\fo°„Tt£ wooder. 

Dridge at bhannon Harbour, as already reported. 

rie/r M o™"!' *0 the ho.'Bes while drawing the passage-boats across the 
Zv t tw"*^ hP ““rTr“ ‘'a'"?’’* •>' •» confemplafe ™e Se 

tait LS ^«pa°„;?;rS “ Up- 
john M.Mul.e„, Es,. '“^tjeo JjSiSd Passage-boats. 



No. 11. 

gjj. Office of Public Works, 

state 271b November, I am directed by SmS^misSnem 

state, that they are fully informed by the reports of their own officers of the exact state nP 
to across the Shannon, near Shannon Harbour. So long as it was possible 

to maintain the structure by partial repairs, it was done; but having fallen into such^^a state 

Inred fbf “tend to remove it as soon as the season will permit. 

Indeed, the bridge ought never to have been constructed in its present situation, as it forms 
a very great obstacle to the free navigation of the river, and in stormy weather prSvL ve”v 
dangerous for steamers or trade-boats to pass through it, situated as it is across^ the line 
5 between Dublin and Limerick, so much so, that the steamers of the City 

bL^v^on it, and have stopped immediately 

’ u V Galway shore, where they have disembarked tbeir passengers. That 
the Commissioners to erect a qua%r landing place 
immediately below the Sridge, and the Commissioners have only been waiting u^til the 
dilapid^ed state of the latter would justify them in removing it; that period is nora?riyed 
and early ni the Sprmg the removal will be proceeded with. 

h.y.v.o’” farther directed to state, that the Commissioners are preparing a boat, in which the 
towing the trade, or other boats requiring to pass the river, can be 
?ccikh°!f ’• same_ time the boats can be taken in tow, and the passage 

bSlgT ^ ^ ^ occupied by the horses in crossing tL 

As regards the bridge at Plassey, to which you allude, the circumstances are altogether 
dissimilar, as rt is situated above and does not cross the line of the navigation. ® 

tliaf • are using every exertion to have the ferry-boat prepared, and trust 

that in the meptime no accident will occur. t' ““o trust 

fr. f “^“Stances, however, it behoves the Directors to give veiy strict orders 

to the drivers of the horses to pass the bndge carefully, and at a walking pad 



John M'Mullen, Esq., 

Secretary G. Canal Co. 



I am, &c. 

(signed) Jos. C. Walker, 

Secretary. 



No. 12. 

gjj. Grand Canal House, William-street, 

I AK desired, by the Directors of the Grand Canal Conipanw toTSvrfSee the receint 
of your letter, 4th nltimo, acquainting me, for their informatron, that the cLmLs'onS 
pemh '•"'“s® “ Shannon Harbour, as soon as the ““son wSl 

The receipt of this information has, indeed, greatly surprised and disappointed the 
Diiectors. It would, as agiyrs to them, have been only reasonable, that before such a 
decrsion should have been definmvely come to by the Commissioners, some communication 
should have been had with the Board, representing, as they do, the interest most deeply 
to he affected by the proceeding, and some inqniiy instituted as to the effect which it would 
be hkely to have, not alone upon the traffic of the Grand Canal, but upon the entire trade 
and intercom se of the impoifant district m connexion with it to the west of the Shannon 
a, to. hf»‘““"'sioners appears still mote strange and surprising when, 

as the Di eetors are prepared to show, it is found to be in direct opposition to the pre- 
viously well-understood engagements and assurances of the Commissioners. 

"3. E2 The 
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Tlie Directors did not in the year 1839 offer any objection or hiiideranee to tbe inter- 
ference of the Commissioners with the bridge, or their expenditure upon it of the sum 
(600 i.) sanctioned by Parliament for its improvement and repair, and the introduction 
of tbe new central lifting arch in it; but this was done from the first under the distinct 
undertaking by the Commissioners that the bridge should be kept in repair at the public 
expense ; an undertaking at all times since recognized and acted on, although at some times 
(as regards the question of repair) but inadequately, and which undertaking is repeated in 
very express terms, and on a comparatively very recent occasion by the Commissioners in 
their letter bearing date 3 September 1846, in which they state as follows ; viz. 

“ Shannon Harbour. — The bridge will always be maintained in passable order; but, as 
various modes are projected for crossing the Shannon by railway companies, the Commis- 
sioners will require to ascertain wdiat those projects are before coming to any decision upon 
the re-constniction of the bridge.” The letter further adds, “A landing place near the 
bridge-keeper’s house will be constructed.” 

That this bridge, or any of the others across the river, presents, more or less, an obstacle to 
the navigation, is not to be denied ; but this question can only be fairly considered when 
taken with reference to the advantages afforded by the bridges in other respects. Whatever 
danger may have in late years occurred to trade-boats passing in the direction to or from 
Limerick, and the other places south of Shannon Harbour, has been caused principally, or 
indeed altogether, by the closing of the turning arch at the east end of the bridge, close 
to the bank, and the consequent necessity for those boats being hauled out to the middle 
of the river, exposed to the full force of the stream, in order to (heir passing through the 
central lifting arch. As to any alleged difficulty in respect of the passing of steamers, and 
the circumstance of the City Dublin Company mooring their large steamers, formerly carry- 
ing passengers, sooth of the bridge, it is well known that this latter south site was adopted 
by them fbr convenience in the interchange of those passenger^ with the Company’s 
passage-boats, and that none of their large-class steamers are employed on the river navi- 
gation upward to Athlone, or thereby under the necessity of passing above tbe bridge. 
This company’s powerful and efficient steam-tug, which sometimes has as many as four or 
five trade-boats in tow, has been constantly passing it for the last two years and half, and, 
as far as the Directors have heard, without tne occurrence of a single accident either to the 
steamer or the bridge. 

As to the establishment of the proposed ferry-boat, in lieu of the bi'idge, the Directors 
have availed themselves of the interval since the receipt of your letter in making very care- 
ful and minute inquiry, not only from the Company’s officers, but from the traders con- 
nected with the navigation, and numerous other persons likely to form a coixect opinion on 
the subject; und all unhesitatingly agree, that for the towage of heavy laden trade-boats 
across the river, the mode suggested would be wholly inadequate, and must end in total 
failure, as previously occurred at Plassy, at the junction oi the Limerick Canal with the 
Shannon, where the same course was attempted. 

In reference to this latter case, the Commissioners observe, that “ the circumstances are 
altogether dissimilar.” 

In regard to the relative position of the bridges, this dissimilarity no doubt exists ; but as 
' regards the traffic, no two cases can he more closely parallel: all the dangers incurred in 

regard to the trade-boats towed, or to the passenger intercourse, and the visit thereby immi- 
nent to life and property, which occurred in the case of the ferry-boat establishment at 
Plassy, must recur in the attempt to establish a similar mode of crossing the Brusna and 
Shannon at Shannon Harbour. 

Mr. Rhodes in his Report points out with great force the inconvenience and danger 
which resulted at Plassy. 

He says, “ Passengers have been obliged frequently to get out of the packet-boat, and to 
be ferried over in the small boats ; and trading vessels have been cast ashore on the bank 
below, and under the necessity of unloading their cargoes into other craft, for the purpose 
of getting off: this, ” he adds, “ is highly dangerous to lives and property.” 

He further states, that “ a buoy had been anchored in the centre o( the river, and that in 
times of flood trading vessels were obliged tornn out a cable or warp to this buoy, in order 
to swino- clear of the north bank, and when that was accomplished they were obliged to run 
anotlier warp to the south side to haul them across, thereby causing great delay.” 

He concludes by observing, that, “exclusive of the benefit to be conferred on foot passengers, 
for the improvement of the navigation alone, a bridge was absolutely necessary ;” and such 
a bridge was in consequence erected there by the Commissioners. 

The Directors forbear to dwell further upon this part of the subject, and beg to refer tbe 
Commissioners to the report of the Company’s Engineer upon the several points connected 
with the navigation, and the proposed mode of crossing the river ; a copy of which I am 
instracted to enclose. 

They beg leave also to enclose a report from their Inspector of Trade and Passage-boats 
on the subject of the traffic both in goods and passengers to be affected by tbe juoposed 
measure. 

This is a part of the question which, whether in reference to the interests of the public or 
to those of the Grand Canal Company, is of the gravest importance, and deserves the most 
serious consideration. It has already attracted public attention in the neighbourhood of 
Ballinasloe, and it is likely that representations from that quarter will be made to the Com- 
missioners on the subject ; the universal impression being, that the proposed mode of moss- 
ing the river will not be found practicable, and that the difficulties which it will throw in 
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tlie way of the intercourse, both in goods and passengers, will operate to an extent most 
embarrassing to all parties, and which must materially divert the trade into other channels, 
free from the risks inevitably attendant upon the proposed change, but in other respects 
greatly inferior, as well in economy as in expedition. 

As regards the interests of the Company, more especially at the present time, and under 
existing circumstances, there is no question more vitally important than the maintenance of 
the trade with Ballinasloe and the adjunct districts : the direct trade in goods aiid produce to 
and from Dublin (exclusive of the short-trade traffic) has of late years been little short of 
l.‘5,00<) tons annually, the value of the entire being probably not over estinrated at300,000/. 
Undei' a more favourable condition of the country, and as a consequence of the introduction 
of the swift-trade boats, and the other facilities afforded, there can be little doubt that t hi.s 
traffic would be greatly increased to the unquestionable advantage of the public as well as ot 
the Company, to whom the revenue derived from it is at the present time a consideration of 
the greatest moment. 

The Directors, on the most attentive and careful consideration of the whole subject, are 
fully persuaded that the proceedings proposed by the Commissioners would affect the entire 
of this trade, in regard both to its present state and future prospects, to an extent deeply 
injurious to the best interests of the Company; they feel it their duty, therefore, to urge 
upon the Commissioners their earnest request that the subject may be carefully re-considered, 
and that whatever repair or re-construction of the bridge shall appear requisite, may be forth- 
with ordered. 

The Directors confidently hope that the Commissioners, on such a re-consideration of the 
subject, will seethepropnety of acceding to this request. Viewing the question, as they do, in 
the light they have now slated, the Directors feel bound, by a strict sense of duty, to use 
every means in their power to avert a result which, in their judgment, could not but be vitally 
injurious to the canal, as well as to the entire trade and intercourse of tlie important district 
connected with it. ^ „ 

I have, kc. 

(signed) John M‘Mullen, 

J. C. Walker, Esq., &c. Secretary. 



Office of Public Works, Custom House, Du Hn, 

Sir 6 February 1849. 

I AM directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter, dated the 24th ultimo, respiting 
the removal of the wooden bridge at Shannon Harbour, and the substitution of a ferry- 
boat in lieu of it. . - , , •• 

From expressions contained in your letter, it might be inferred that no communication 
beyond my letter of the 4tii December last had ever been made to the Grand Canal Clom- 
panv, stating the necessity which compelled the Commissioners to place a ferry-boat on 
the Shannon, the state of decay into which the principal timbers of the bridge had fallen 
r^'iiderinv it unsafe any longer to use it for the passage of horses towing boats. 

" On the 24th November 1848, a letter was received from you, by which it was evident 
that the Directors of the Grand Canal Company had been made acquainted with the 

intention of the Commissioners to remove the bridge. , • 

The paragraph in your letter of the 24th January, viz. “ The bridge will always he main- 
tained m passable order ; but, as various modes are projected for crossing the Shannon by 
llailway Companies, the Commissioners will require to ascertain what those projects are 
before coming to any decision upon the re-construction of the bridge,” is quoted as seeming 
to imply a breach of faith on the part of the Commissioners : such an accusation they 
cannot admit, not being borne out by facts. Every endeavour practicable has been made 
to maintain the bridge in a passable state of repair; any further attempts .to do so would 
be a useless and wasteful expenditure of money ; by attempting to make it hold together 
many of the uprights are now suspended in the air, the lower parts having fallen away 
from decay. This must be well known to the Company’s officers stationed at Shannon llar- 
bonr. It is, therefore, no longer a question whether a ferry-boat will answer ; it is the only 
substitute which can be given. A horse-ferry is no novelty, and there is no reason why it 
sliould not answer as well on the Shannon as on the Ehine, Rhone, Tamar, and other nvers, too 
iiumerous to mention by name. Tlie bridge is now in that state, that as soon as me ferry- 
boat shall be fixed in its proper berth, which will be in the course of a week, the Commis- 
sioners will feel it to be their duty, with a view to exonerate themselves from al respon- 
sibilitv, to sive due notice that there is no longer a safe passage over the bridge. All 
persons making use of it will do so at their own risk, and are not to blame the Commis- 
sioners if anv accident should occur from their imprudence. j . • 1 

The enoineer’s letter requires no answer' from the Commissioners, beyond the simple one, 
that he has neglected to inform the Directors of the existing dilapidated state of the bridge, 
which renders it dangerous for horses to pass over it. , ^ v u 

1'he Commissioners regret that the Directors of the Grand Canal Company should not, 
when their letter was written, have had present lo.their minds the actual state of the bridge, 
which cannot be allowed to remain, but must be taken down, whether a new bridge shall 
be built, or one re-constructed upon the bottoms ot the present piles. 

For accomplishing one or the other, the Commissioners have neither funds nor authority ; 
it must therefore be evident that they have but one course to pursue. 

I? o I he 

113 . e 3 
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The Commissioners regret to perceive from your letter that the Directors and their officers 
are impressed with the idea, that what has been ordered to be done (and which in the 
opinion of the Commissioners is absolutely necessary), has been with a view to injure or 
damage theinland traders ; and, instead of the language of remonstrance, the Commissioners 
might have expected an expression of acknowledgment for the promptitude which irrduced 
them to prepare beforehand for the evil day when the superstructure of the wooden bridge 
at Shannon Harbour might be seen floating down the river, and all communication with 
the two canals suddenly and totally cut off; and to guard against such a state of things, 
they have prepared a feiry-boat. 

As to the removal of the bridge, the Commissioners desire me to state, that nothing shall 
be done as long as the officers of the Company consider it safe for tlieir horses to pass 
over it. 

1 am, &c. 

3. M'Muilen. Esq. (signed) Jos. C. Walker, 

&.C. &c. &c. Secretary. 



Appendix (L.) 



No. 1.— The Secretaries of the Grand Canal Company and of the City of Dublin Steam 
Company to J. C. Walker, Esq., dated 9 July 1848. 

2. — J. C. Walker to Sir Charles Trevelyan, dated 16 July 1348. 

3. — Sir Charles Trevelyan to the Commissioners of Public Works, dated 7 August 1848. 



No. 1. 

Sir, Dublin, 9 July 1848. 

We are desired, by the Directors of the Grand Canal Company and of the City of Dublin 
Steam Company, respectfully to draw the attention of the Commissioners to the peculiar 
position of the trade heretofore carried on between Dublin and Limerick, in consequence 
of the opening of the railway in that direction. The subject has been under the careful 
consideration of the Directors of both Companies, and they feel that unless some decisive 
steps be taken to preserve this trade in its accustomed channels of the Grand Canal and 
the River Shannon, there is every probability of its being directed to the railway. The 
present maximum charge by the City of Dublin Steam Company for freight from Dublin 
to Limerick, including insurance against the risks of navigation, is 25s. per ton. The 
tolls charged by the Grand Canal Company range under three classes, 5s., 4s. and 3s. per 
ton ; the firet on loading from Limerick to Dublin, the second frum Dublin to Limerick, 
and the third on produce from Limerick to Dublin when for exportation, the toll on the 
Shannon from Shannon Harbour to Limerick being 1 s. 3| d. 

It will probably be in the recollection of the Commissioners, that on a former occasion 
tliey consented to reduce this latter toll to 6 d., where the Grand Canal toll was reduced to 
3 5., corresponding reductions being made by the City Dublin Company. On the present 
occasion it has been suggested that the Grand Canal Company should reduce their toll on 
loading to and from Limerick, in every case, and for every description, to 3 s., the City of 
Dublin Company reducing their charge for freight of 25 s. to 21 s. 8 d., in the expectation 
that the Board of Works will extend to the trade generally the concession formerly made in 
those cases where the Grand Canal toll was reduced to 3 s., by now fixing their toll at one 
uniform rate of 6d. per ton. 

We are desired to submit these circumstances to the consideration of your Board, in the 
hope that the suggestions as to the future charges on the trade now offered may meet their 
approbation and concurrence, and that they will be pleased to recommend the same for the 
ultimate approval of the Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury. 

We have, &c. 

(signed) JoAn APMullen, 

Secretary Grand Canal Company. 

P. Howell, 

Secretary City Dublin Steam Company. 



J. C. Walker, 
Secretary Board of Works. 



No. 2 . 

Sir, _ Office of Public Works, Dublin, 15 July 1848. 

1 AM directed by the Commissioners to forward for their Lordships’ consideration a joint 
letter from the Directors both of the Grand Canal Company and of the City, of Dublin 
Steam Company, requesting a reduction of the tolls payable upon the River Shannon 
between Shannon Harbour and Limerick. 

The Commissioners desire me to state that they fully concur in opinion with the Directors 
as to the necessity for taking decisive steps, since a communication has been made by 
railway between Dublin and Limerick, to preserve the trade upon that part of the Shannon 

above 
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above mentioned ; and the only possible way in which this can be accomplished will be by 
a diminution in the existing scale of charges by all persons interested. 

With respect to tolls, the Grand Canal Company appear to be prepared to make a reduc - 
tion of from 5 s. to S s. per ton along the Grand Canal from Dublin to the Shannon, and 
the City of Dublin Steam Company to reduce their charges for freight from 25 s. to 21s. 8d.; 
and they therefore request that the Board will reduce the toll between Limerick and Shan- 
non Harbour from Is. 3| d. to 6 d. per ton on all articles conveyed by the Shannon. _ 

This is nearly the same proposition which was made in September 1844, and which the 
Shannon Commissioners brought under the notice of their Lordships by their letter dated 
IS September and 9 October, both in that year. 

The Commissioners are now fully impressed with the importance of lessemng the rates by 
ajl parties, and they therefore desire me to request their Lordships’ sanction to a reduction 
of the tolls payable on the Shannon between Limerick and Shannon Harbour from Is. 3|rf. 
fo 6 d. per ton. 

j I have, See. 

(signed) J. C. WalJier, 

Sir C. E. Trevelyan, k. c.b.. Secretary. 

&c. &c. &c. 



No. 3. 

Gentlemen, Treasury Chambers, 7 August 1848. 

I HAVE laid ’before the Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury your letter of 
the 26 th ultimo on the subject of the tolls on the River Shannon, _ and I am directed by 
their Lordships to authorize you to reduce the tolls charged on that river, between Shannon 
Hfi'bourand Limerick, from Is. 3§d. to 6 <i. a ton, on the Grand Canal Company reducing 
the'ir tolls from 6 s. to 3 s. per ton, and the City of Dublin Steam Company reducing their 
freight from 26 s. to 21 s. 8 d. ; the low rate of toll charged by the Commissioners to con- 
tinue so long only as the Companies adhere to their corresponding low rates of tolls and 

The Commissioners of Public Works, (signed) E. Trevelyan. 

Ireland. 
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